NEW HAVEN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

AUGUST 20, 2009

The following were present:

Mayor Tessie R. Cecil


Freddy DeWitt

John Ray Ball

Bob Johnson



Jerry Nevitt


Lydelle Abbott


David Floyd



Keith Bartley


Tim Bartley

Bryan Hurst



Larry Young


Linda Mattingly

The meeting was called to order and pledge to the flag was recited.

Mayor Cecil welcomed the guests.

Old Business

Cell Tower—John Ray reported that he and Karl Lusk had contacted AT&T concerning erecting a cell tower in this area to enable area residents to obtain service in New Haven.  More information will be coming.   

The Jos. L. Cissell bill for meter replacement charges due to damages was discussed.  John Ray made a motion to send the Cissells a certified letter allowing 60 days for payment to be made or for a payment plan to be put in place.   If payment/payment plan is not received within that period then the bill will be filed in Small Claims Court.  Freddy seconded.  All voted in favor.

The July 16, 2009 Minutes were approved on motion of Freddy and seconded by John Ray.  All voted in favor.

Bryan Hurst representing New Haven Youth Football Association attended the meeting due to the fact that the Commission had requested a financial report from them.  He presented a written statement.  (See attachment)  No financial report.  Hurst indicated that approximately 60 area kids are playing Rec League Football this year.   There are 30 kids participating in the Middle School Program.   

General Administration

July Financials and August Bills were approved on motion of John Ray and second of Jerry.

John reported that cleanup/removal of the Rolling Fork Log Jam has been completed.  The paperwork will be submitted for reimbursement within the next few days.

Business License Ordinance #412 Series 2009 was approved on motion of Freddy and second of John Ray.  Jerry, John Ray, and Freddy voted in favor of the ordinance.  Bob abstained due to possible conflict of interest and Mayor Cecil voted no.  

Tax Rate Ordinance # 413 Series 2009—The First Reading was held on motion of Freddy and second of Bob.  All voted in favor except John Ray who voted no.  The City will be exceeding the compensating rate by 4% per $100 for real estate.  This will generate an additional $4,176 in revenue for the city for tax collections for 2009.  Mayor Cecil announced that the required public hearing for this tax rate would be held September 17, 2009 at 5:30 PM.  

FEMA Report—The Clerk reported that the City had received $4432.01 reimbursement 

for the January Ice Storm expenditures.  (See attached report)

Bond for Check Signatures—Bonds will be obtained for all people who are authorized to sign City checks. per recommendation of the auditor.

Water and Sewer Department

Sewer Project Update—John Ray reported that to date 25% percent of the project has been completed.  Mayor Cecil reported that HMB, the City Engineers, have completed a feasibility study concerning providing sewer to areas in surrounding communities.  This study is for future reference.

Recreation Department—

Financial Reports—Letters of request had been sent to Volleyball, Football, Karate and the Rolling Fork Iron Horse Festival stating the need for a comprehensive report on revenues and expenses for all agencies that are affiliated with the City.  The Festival Committee complied with the request.  While the other organizations responded with some type of report, the city is mostly interested in income and expenses.  A form will be established and will be used for all organizations affiliated with the city on an annual basis.  More information concerning will be available for the next meeting.

Street Department

Sidewalk Repairs have been completed as reported by Freddy.  (See Attachment)   Approximately $27,000 was spent on the project.

Road Blocks—Freddy reported concern about the safety of Road Blocks that are used for fundraisers.  The legality of who is responsible for any injuries or mishaps that occur during collections will be investigated.

Tree Trimming—Freddy reported that some trees that overhang on sidewalks that impede pedestrian traffic would be trimmed.

Executive Session—John Ray made a motion to go into executive session to discuss pending litigation and personnel issues.  Freddy seconded.  All voted in favor.   Freddy made a motion to return to regular session and John Ray seconded.  All voted in favor.  No action was taken as a result of the executive session.

Freddy moved for adjournment and John Ray seconded.  All voted in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM.

__________________________________     _________________________________

Mayor





 Clerk

